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The Alliance with the Washoe County Medical Society
60 years of Community Service  
AWCMS, formerly the Auxiliary to the Washoe County Medical Society and now “The Alliance with the Washoe County Medical Society,” was established as a “membership” organization in 1947 ... “The Auxiliary to the Washoe County Medical Society”  (AWCMS). It is a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization. Over the years it has also been known as the “Doctors Wives of Washoe County,” a name still familiarly used within the community. Beginning with a membership of 38 physician’s [wives], the organization now lists over 300 physician [spousal] members as well as medical student and resident spouses.
AWCMS was the first of several medical auxiliaries in Nevada. AWCMS members assisted in the organization of the Nevada State Medical Association Alliance and the alliances in Carson, Clark and Elko Counties, as well as the auxiliaries at St. Mary’s Hospital and Washoe Medical Center. AWCMS members also assisted in organizing the local chapters of Junior League and the National Assistance League. AWCMS members are active members of many organizations in Nevada, local, state and national.
AWCMS has been the recipient of many awards and honors. Its name is etched on the pillars in the University of Nevada, Reno, Honor Court, which honors “The Best of the Best.” It was the first organization installed in the Nevada Women’s Fund Hall of Fame. 
AWCMS held its first fund-raising event in 1951, an evening with well-loved author James Michener. The $1000.00 raised was directed to two nurse’s scholarships. To continue the scholarship program, AWCMS held a rummage sale in 1952. That first sale brought in $2,000.00. The now legendary rummage sale will hold it’s 55th annual sale in 2007, bringing in over $50,000.00 each year. AWCMS members make new friendships and renew old ones during Rummage Sale Week as they work to create a “new and used department store” for the one day of sale. Money raised is distributed through the CAF committee.  The total income from the fund raising sale reached 1.2 million dollars in 2004. 2005 and 2006 sales both saw an income of well over $50,000.00. 
With the strong support of the AWCMS membership, LPN schools were established at St Mary’s Hospital and Washoe Medical Center Hospital in the 1950s, and were instrumental in the establishment of the Orvis School of Nursing at UNR. Orvis opened on the campus of UNR in 1957. Truckee Meadows Community College opened its Associate Degree School of Nursing program in 1971. State Senator Bernice Mathews, AWCMS multiple scholarship recipient, was one of the two teaching administrators of that program.
AWCMS established Scholarship Endowments at both Orvis and TMCC in 1991. Each year funds are added to the two endowments as a part of the AWCMS-CAF grant program. In 2005, the Orvis Endowment provided two $750.00 scholarships and one $700.00 scholarship. The TMCC Endowment provided nine $650.00 scholarships and one $430.00 scholarship. In response to a Legislative mandate that nursing schools in Nevada graduate more nurses, seven additional $2,000.00 scholarships were directly awarded to nursing students at Orvis in 2006; $6,000 in direct scholarships were awarded to nursing students at TMCC, with $6,000.00 added to the TMCC Endowment. Because early records were inadvertently destroyed, there is no accurate count of students who have received AWCMS scholarships. Three of our own members have been nursing scholarship recipients.     
AWCMS also participates in the American Medical Association Alliance [Education and Research] Foundation fund raising. The money raised through the AMA Foundation supports medical schools around the US. Monies donated by individual physician and alliance members and gifts from AWCMS are directed thru the Foundation to the University of Nevada Medical School Library for the purchase of educational material.  The total AMA Foundation gift (1960-2000) was over $401,000.00 in the year 2000, when the UNR Honor Court was established. That money is recorded at UNR as coming from AMA-ERF (now the AMA Foundation). AWCMS has given $2000.00 each year to the Foundation since the year 2000, adding $14,000.00 to that total. 
Direct gifts to UNR by AWCMS were recognized by UNR in the year 2004, when AWCMS was added to a pillar of the Honor Court. AWCMS has furnished classrooms and teaching equipment for both Orvis and UNSM, and at TMCC. The accumulated gifts (1957-to date) including the Orvis nursing scholarships total more than $500,000.00.  With the AMA Foundation total this brings the total benefit to UNR of an excess of $900,000.        
Chartering AWCMS members (physician’s wives) were almost all active or retired nurses, thus the original focus on nursing scholarships. As times changed and the demographics and interest of the membership also changed, the focus of charitable giving turned to community needs. Since the mid 1960s, grants of $100.00 to $10,000 (or more) have been awarded to organizations to assist with their charitable work within the community ... “we give small grants where they make a difference.” 
The AWCMS Community Action Committee (CAF) reviews applications and awards grants on approval of the general membership. Organizations that have benefited are: The Committee to Aid Abused Women (CAAW), Casa De Vida (for unmarried mothers), Aids Education Programs, HAWC (Health Access Washoe County, founded by Washoe County Medical Society Physicians, which cares for indigent patients), Lupus Foundation, MS Foundation, Washoe County Sheriff’s Office (safety and search and rescue equipment), Reno PD (safety equipment), Washoe County Fire Departments, Washoe County School System, St. Mary’s Hospital and Washoe Medical Center, and the Washoe County Regional Health Department, among innumerable others.  
Two memorable gifts were the very first communications system between Saint Mary’s Hospital, Washoe Medical Center and the existing ambulance system, and the first “Jaws Of Life” in Washoe County, purchased for the Washoe County Fire Department several years later. The communications system cost all of $6,000.00 in 1961. (Wow ... now we have Internet and cell phones!) Besides the nursing scholarships, the communications system was the only grant awarded that year.      
Programs conducted by AWCMS members have been a Head Start Hearing Testing Program, a program picked up by the Washoe School System Nurses after 14 years (equipment purchased and used by AWCMS was reconditioned and given to the School System and the Head Start Program; the Tobacco Education program,, a program for 4th grade students in Washoe County Schools (That program ran for 21 years and was recently discontinued.); and has distributed AMAA books on prevention of violence in the home,  “I Can Choose” (to say “no”), “Hands are Not For Hitting” and also books on TV Violence to first and second graders in Washoe County Schools. (This program has been in effect for the past 16 years. 
Over its 60 years of existence the Alliance has been effective in changing lives, in helping to provide better medical care for Nevada’s Residents, has provided safety equipment for fire and sheriffs offices, and has assisted students in achieving career goals. It was instrumental in lobbying for the establishment of LPN Schools, the Orvis School of Nursing, the School of Nursing at TMCC and the University of Nevada Medical School. An active legislative committee keeps tract of medical legislation at the Nevada State Legislature and in Congress. Members respond to calls for letters of support or in opposition of legislation where needed.  
AWCMS also provides support for their own members in productive programs within the organization as well as for UNSM medical students and resident’s spouses living in the community. Speakers from the community provide pertinent information on areas of interest at the organization’s monthly meetings   
Members of the Alliance, predominately women, have served on local county and state boards, and as elected members of the Nevada State Legislature. They are housewives, lawyers, judges, physicians, nurses, physical therapists, teachers, professors, authors, artists, skilled craftspeople, musicians, dancers, psychologists, social workers, anthropologists, archaeologists, members and leaders in Reno’s Churches and Synagogs, businesswomen and men, ranchers, legislative lobbyists and community activists. This year we will honor fourteen fifty-year members, members who have contributed to AWCMS and to their community.    
Washoe County’s Elizabeth Lenz School is named for one of our teaching members, one of the two honorary members of AWCMS. AWCMS members are of every race, color and creed, and are to be found actively engaged in county (AWCMS), state (NSMAA) and national (AMAA) boards and committees. Wherever they are ... as individuals or as an organization ... AWCMS members are actively engaged in “making a difference.” 
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